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The Lasting Effects of “Original Cyn” 

Cyn O’Brien is an accomplished 
watercolorist and instructor extraordinaire 
based in Homer Glen, Il.  While as a young 
teen, Cyn considered becoming a fashion 
designer or illustrator, once in high school 
and throughout college, Cyn focused 
exclusively on drawing and painting.  She 
eventually became a makeup artist for a 
major cosmetics company.  “That’s probably 
why my favorite subjects are faces and 
figures.  I understand skin tones, undertones 
bone structure.  I know what it takes to show 
the unique beauty in each and every 
subject.”    

Starting out first in oil and acrylic, Cyn 
ultimately became fascinated with the 
luminosity of watercolor, because it is so 
much more dynamic and intriguing.  “I love 
the freshness and sparkle of it,” she says.  
Watercolor’s ethereal quality helps to 
capture a person’s personality in a portrait or 
a certain mood in a landscape.  In portraits, 
Cyn explains, she captures the uniqueness of 
the individual by emphasizing each person’s 
endearing qualities.   “It is especially 
important to draw out the personality of the 
individual through color, texture, lighting, 
and a representative pose.”  Nature is also a 
favorite subject of hers, “If I'm painting a 
seascape, I'll think about the sounds and 
movement of the water.  I think about the 
light and the feeling.” 

 

Cyn attributes her style in part to those 
artists who inspired her:  Rembrandt for his  
dramatic use of light against shadow, Seurat 
for his breakthrough methods of color and 
tonal contrast, Renoir for the beauty he 
exemplified in women, and Picasso for 
evolving into cubism and collage along with 
so many other styles. Remarking on some of 
the unusual behaviors that legendary artists 
have been known to exhibit, Cyn notes that 
there is a fine line between meticulous 
attention to detail and eccentric abnormal 
behavior.  Cyn points out that Seurat 
produced over 200 sketches analyzing value, 
color, and composition for his work 
“Sunday Afternoon on la Grande Jatte,” and 
that stories of the idiosyncrasies of such 
artists as Warhol, Pollack, and Van Gogh 
are legion.   “It’s so interesting to follow the 
paths of the great artists and see how their 
journeys started, evolved and ended, but in 
doing so, you also realize that they had 
issues and obsessive behaviors.” 

 

Cyn has received rave reviews for her ability 
to teach people of all ages and artistic 
ability.  She is an unusually patient teacher 
who carefully explains how to fill a brush 
with just the right amount of water and 
color, how to prepare the paper to accept the 
color and how to fix mistakes.  She is not 
one of those art teachers who “fixes” a 
mishap for a student so that the art work is 
no longer the student’s.  Rather, she has a 
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remarkable gift for showing a student how 
to improve a piece all on his or her own 
without once taking the brush from the 
student.  This gives the student a true sense 
of achievement right from the beginning.   

Nevertheless, she encourages students to 
keep on going regardless of setbacks or 
perceived failures.  For all her students, but 
especially the perfectionist, she offers this 
advice:  “I tell all my young students 
(whether young or just young at heart), your 
practice pieces are ‘sloppy copy’ and not 
meant to be a perfect finished product.  As 
with most things, practice, practice, practice!  
Keeping a watercolor sketch pad or journal 
is key, painting on the spot at every 
opportunity if only for 20 minutes a day.”   

For those reluctant to jump right in for fear 
of failure, Cyn empathizes and says, “We as 
artists are our own worst critics. I hope to be 
somewhat happy with my own art work 
when I'm around 80, since I plan on living to 
100!” 

 After leaving the cosmetics business to 
raise her two children, Cyn became a 
volunteer in the Homer Glen school art 
program, which led to greater involvement 
and opportunities.  Now she teaches art 
classes in the Explorers after-school 
program for grades 3-6, and coordinates the 
summer “Art in Action” workshops for 
Homer Glen students in District 33C.  Cyn 

continues to teach out of her private studio 
in Homer Glen and has agreed to teach a 
number of classes at the Lemont Center for 
the Arts. 

In addition to teaching watercolor 
techniques, Cyn will offer workshops at the 
LCA in drawing, painting, collage and 
building a model “Green Home.”  Don’t 
miss out on a chance to study with this most 
inspiring teacher (see class offerings at the 
end of this newsletter).  This is one 
“Original Cyn” worth keeping.  Cyn can be 
contacted at originalcyn06@comcast.net. 

 
 

                

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Art and Culture Commission of Lemont meets on the second Tuesday 
of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Lemont Center for the Arts.  

Meetings are open to the public. 
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Lemont Center for the Arts 
Summer 2011 Classes and Workshops 

 
 

                          
 
 
Beginning Ceramics 
Ceramics is a soothing and relaxing outlet for your creativity. Students will experience traditional ceramic 
techniques in this 3-D media. Explore a variety of ways to build with clay, learn techniques for surface 
decoration and texture application.  The final project will be a tiled table top mosaic made from found, 
used or handmade tiles. Materials fee of $55 paid to the instructor includes 12.5 lbs, white stoneware 
clay, glazes and kiln use. Please provide a coffee table or end table from a garage sale or flea market. 
 
Age level: Teen and Adult (14 +)   Enrollment: min7/max15 
Instructor: Danielle Barzditis 
Dates: July 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, 25 & 27 (Mondays and Wednesdays)    Please enroll by June 30 
Time: 8-10 p.m. 
Fee: $40 (plus $55 to instructor for materials as stated above)                                                                                                  
 
Modern Movements 
Modern Art is fresh and funky! Join us as we jump into the world of Modern Art by experimenting with 
different styles of expression; including Cubism, Abstract Expressionism and more! Different media and 
techniques will be used to create original, beautiful works of art. All materials will be provided by the 
instructor for $5 due on the first day of class. 
 
Age Level: Children (9+)   Enrollment: min 5/max15 
Instructor: Maggie Poplawski 
Dates: Saturdays, July 2 & 9   Please enroll by June 26 
Time: 1:30-3 p.m. 
Fee: $30 (plus $5 to instructor as stated above) 
 
Still Life Study 
Improve your drawing skills through observation. Learn new ways of “seeing” that will help your drawings 
become more realistic. Each week, we will set up a new still life and create our own image of it using a 
variety of art media. All materials will be provided by the instructor for $5 due on the first day of class. 
 
Age Level: Children (9+)   Enrollment: min 5/max15 
Instructor: Maggie Poplawski 
Dates: Thursdays, June 30-July 7, 14 & 21   Please enroll by June 26 
Time: 10-11 a.m. 
Fee: $45 (plus $5 to instructor as stated above) 
 
 

Class listings continued on next page. . . 
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Natural Art 
We will explore the use of natural materials in the art-making process. Have you ever made a paintbrush 
from things you can find in your yard? Have you created your own naturally pigmented paints or dyes?  
Join us for 2 afternoons as we use the things we find in nature as tools for creating art! All materials will 
be provided by the instructor for $5 due on the first day of class. 
 
Age Level: Children (9+)   Enrollment: min5/max15 
Instructor: Maggie Poplawski 
Dates: Saturday/Sunday, July 23 & 24   Please enroll by July 17 
Time: 1:30-3 p.m. 
Fee: $30 (plus $5 to instructor as stated above) 
 
Beginning Oil Painting 
Feeling creative? Try oil painting with local artist Art Garibay this summer. Learn all the basics of oil 
painting in this 5 week class. Let this be the beginning of exploring your creative spirit or expanding your 
creative repertoire. A supply list will be given at the time of registration. 
 
Age Level: Adult (16+)   Enrollment: min5/max15 
Instructor: Art Garibay 
Dates: Saturdays, July 30, August 6, 13, 20 & 27   Please enroll by July 24 
Time: 2-4 p.m. 
Fee: $75  
 
Creative Collage 
Students will learn about the elements of design while creating a unique style of self-portrait by using a 
variety of images from magazines and photographs. Please bring photos of yourself and ??? (that can be 
cut up) for your personalized collage experience. All other materials will be provided by the instructor for 
$5 due on the day of class. 
 
Age Level: Children (7+)   Enrollment: min5/max15 
Instructor: Cyn O’Brien 
Date: Saturday, June 25   Please enroll by June 19 
Time: 10-11:30 a.m. 
Fee: $20 (plus $5 to instructor as stated above) 
 
Green Home Design 
Think green! In this 2 day workshop students will use foam board and recycled material to design and 
build a 3-D model of their ideal “GREEN” home. Join us in this exciting project and discussion on how to 
become more aware of our environment. All materials will be provided by the instructor for $12 due on the 
first day of class. 
 
Age Level: Children (11+)   Enrollment: min5/max15 
Instructor: Cyn O’Brien 
Dates: Friday/ Saturday, July 15 & 16   Please enroll by July 10 
Time: 10 a.m.-noon 
Fee: $35 (plus $12 to instructor as stated above) 
 

Class listings continued on next page. . . 



 
Lemont Center for the Arts                  1243 State Street, Unit 101                          Lemont, IL 60439 

Summer 2011 
 

 

Fun With Line Drawing 
Get into the “LineLight”. In this one day workshop students will be guided through a series of fun drawing 
exercises while learning various techniques and styles. Class will finish with a unique creation of a 
landscape. All materials will be provided by the instructor for $5 due on the day of class. 
 
Age Level: Children (9+)   Enrollment: min5/max15 
Instructor: Cyn O’Brien 
Date: Saturday, July 23   Please enroll by July17 
Time: 10 a.m. – noon 
Fee: $25 (plus $5 to instructor as stated above) 
 
Fantastic Floorcloths 
Enter the world of functional art by creating your own acrylic painted floorcloth! This Early American 
decorative art is the perfect accent for your home. For the artistically shy, stencils and foam stamps can 
be a great alternative. Learn how to create your beautiful, durable floorcloth from the ground up! Canvas 
and coordinating supplies for your 24”x36” unfinished floorcloth will be available from the instructor for 
$10 on the first day of class. Additional painting supplies will be required, a list will be provided upon 
registration. 
  
Age Level: Teen & Adult (13+)   Enrollment min5/max15                      
Instructor: Mona Parry 
Dates: Fridays, July 8, 15, 22 & 29   Please enroll by June 30 
Time: 7-9:30 p.m. 
Fee: $75 (plus $10 to instructor as stated above) 
 
Friendship Bracelet 
Braiding Disc, Candy Stripe or Chevron bracelets will be made. Young children can easily make a 
disc bracelet using 7 strands of embroidery floss. This is simple and fun to do and students will wear 
their finished bracelets home! Older participants can use a knotting technique to make a stylish 
Candy Stripe bracelet or the more complicated and elegant Chevron bracelet. All material will be 
provided by the instructor for $1 due on the day of class. 
 
Age Level: Children (6+)   Enrollment min5/max15 
Instructor: Betty Burian Kirk 
Date: Thursday, July 21   Please enroll by July 17 
Time: 6-7:30 p.m. 
Fee: $15 (plus $1 to instructor as stated above) 
 
 

All Classes are held at the Lemont Center for the Arts, 1243 State Street, Lemont, Illinois 
 

***Artwork pictured: ceramics by Danielle Barzditis, watercolors by Cyn O’Brien, floorcloths by Mona Parry*** 
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To register fill out the form below, mail to: 
Mona Parry 13717 W. Meath Drive, Homer Glen, 60491 
Please make checks payable to: Village of Lemont  A&CC 
 
 
Registration Summer 2011/ Name of Class or Workshop 

 
Fee 

  

  

  

  

   
Total 

 

Preregistration required for all classes at least 5 days before start date.  
All classes are based on a minimum enrollment. Refunds will be issued upon any class 
cancellation. 
 
Name:____________________________________Phone:_________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________Phone (alt) _____________ 
 
City: __________________________________State:______Zip:____________ 
 
E-mail:_____________________________________Age if Child____________ 
For more information call Mona 708 301 7496. 


